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20.06.B Passengers Briefing 
 
 

3. PASSENGERS BRIEFING GUIDE 
LINE 

 

YACHT MANEUVERING AREAS Defined as areas where professional licensed Captain and Crew are in charge to operate the Yacht. It is 
composed, but not exclusively, by the following parts: 

1. Masts and Booms; 
2. Cockpit (Helm, Radios, Navigation Electronics and Engine Controls); 
3. Winches; 
4. Lines; 
5. Tender and Outboard Engine; 
6. Engine Room 
7. Anchor Windlass. 

All areas above are for the exclusive use of Captain and crew. The Captain may delegate the Passengers for 
short and leisure tasks under their own request and responsibility. For the sake of onboard safety the 
Captain may request any Passengers to act to any equipment on board. 
In no case Passengers are allowed to operate parts listed in numbers 6 and 7.  

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT (LIFE 
RAFT, PFDs, MED, ASB) 

Yacht has a comprehensive number of Emergency Equipment. Their complete listing and location onboard 
is reported in the EMERGENCY PLAN. The Plan is posted in proper Yacht areas (e.g.: Cockpit, Passenger 
Cabins, etc.) 
The Equipment is composed by the following parts: 

1. A LIFE RAFT accommodating ALL the MAX number of persons that might be transported 
onboard this Yacht (8); Instructions on the use of this device are given in a separate document 
attached to the LIFE RAFT. A copy of this document is also given to the Passengers and it is their 
responsibility to read carefully and memorize the use of the LIFE RAFT. 

2. PFDs or Personal Flotation Devices (i.e. Life Jackets, etc.); they are always, and at least, for the 
MAX number of persons that might be transported onboard this Yacht (8); Instructions on the 
use of this device are given in a separate document. It is the Passenger responsibility to read 
carefully and memorize the use of this device. 

3. MED equipment: though no guarantee is given for the presence of a doctor in the vicinity of 
Yacht a First Aid Kit is available with basic medications and medical tools. Instructions on the 
use of this KIT are given in a separate document attached to the KIT. It is the Passenger 
responsibility to read carefully the use of this KIT and its components. 

4. An ASB (Abandon Ship Bag) is always available in the Yacht Cockpit, well visible and marked. The 
Bag is set before any sailing and  contains: Water, Portable VHF Radio, Portable GPS, Signal 
Rockets, Food Bars and an emergency blanket). In case of abandoning the Yacht it is 
responsibility of the Captain to make sue the BAG is operational and brought onboard the LIFE 
RAFT. 

For an appropriate and safe use of all the emergency equipment on board it is MANDATORY to follow the 
Instructions given during the Passenger Briefing by the Captain. 

PERSON OVER BOARD (AVOIDANCE 
& ACTIONS) 

The utmost attention MUST be payed on how to avoid a fall overboard. Always keep an hand for your own 
safety on board. Hold Tight to any stable part of the Yacht anytime you move. Always wear a life jacket 
while sailing. 
In the Unlikely event this incident happens the Crew is perfectly trained on how to spot, approach and save 
the person involved. 
It is extremely important that every passenger is aware and ready to help in a proper manner. 

1. DO NOT PANIC! It is VERY important to KEEP CALM. Panicking is the major reason for failures in 
rescuing the person overboard! 

2. Captain shall STOP the Yacht immediately and CALL: “MAN OVER BOARD” in a loud voice. When 
you hear that call rush immediately outside the Yacht and look into the direction the Captain is 
pointing his hand to; 

3. After you visualize the person DO NOT LOOSE his/her sight for ANY REASON; 
4. Make sure someone is preparing the required devices to hoist the person (e.g. lines, tender, 

etc.); 
5. After the Yacht is at a proper distance from the person, while still keeping him/her in sight, 

follow the Captain commands for rescue and make sure a flotation device is launched 
accordingly; 
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6. DO NOT EVER dive into the water to be helpful! Crew has that duty and your help is more 
needed on board. You may endanger your own life and put the crew into a more difficult 
condition; 

7. When the person is safely back on board make sure someone is bringing the MED First Aid KIT 
to give him/her the aid necessary. 

SMOKE/FIRE FIRE IS ONE OF THE MOST DANGEROUS INCIDENT ON BOARD! 
1. DO NOT EVER SMOKE ON BOARD; 
2. Get familiar with Fire Extinguishers (read the instructions). In case you need to fight any fire 

direct the Extinguisher properly and from a close distance to the source of fire. If you detect 
ANY fire act FIRST then call for help; 

3. If fire is detected make sure crew is calling for help by Radio immediately. 
COLLISION, GROUNDING & 
FLOODING 

Yacht is protected against flooding through the operations of BILGE PUMPS. 
Pumps are operated electrically and mechanically (as a backup). 
In case of collision, grounding or flooding be ready to abandon ship.  
In case you hear the Captain giving order to “ABANDON SHIP”: 

1. DO NOT TAKE ANY PERSONAL BELONGING; 
2. WEAR HEAVY CLOTHS (even in summertime) 
3. TAKE CARE OF CHILDREN FIRST; 
4. GRAB the Abandon Ship Bag (ASB) located in cockpit or make sure it has been taken. 
5. FOLLOW CAPTAIN’S COMMANDS; 

USE OF RADIO (CH.16) AND GPS Though the normal use of VHF/HF radios and GPS is a responsibility of the CREW it might be VERY helpful 
to be able to know the same use though limited to the basics. 
Learning how to Turn ON, tune on emergency channel, transmit the RADIO is essential. 
Also reading the proper GPS coordinates in order to give our exact position to the Search & Rescues 
authorities. Our life might be depending on that! 
 

WHEATHER The weather is MOVING. It is never stable.  
Understanding and knowing the basics of meteorology can make our staying on board more conscious and 
understanding. 
The Captain will post every day the latest and updated weather forecast and give passengers a short 
briefing on that. 
Any program MUST be shaped accordingly and yacht or passengers safety MUST never be jeopardized  
because of weather. 
Heavy weather might cause motion-sickness. Do not be ashamed of. Even Admiral Orathio Nelson was 
inclined to sea-sickness! If you have access to sea sea-sickness medication take it before start sailing. 
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